
How does this affect you?

For people living in an
SCA it is an offence to:

• Allow smoke to be released
from chimneys, or any other
part of building within a
SCA - including sheds,
greenhouses, or furnaces.

• Obtain or deliver, wood,
coal or any fuel that is not
an ‘authorised’ smokeless
fuel, for use on any
appliance that is not classed
as ‘exempt’.

W h a t  a r e  s m o ke  c o n t ro l  a r e a s ?
Smoke Control Areas in York

The majority of areas within the outer ring road as well as all of Haxby and
Wigginton are covered by SCAs.The areas were mainly declared in the 1960s,
well before City of York Council was created.At the time several local authorities
were designating SCAs in and around York leading to some areas being in SCA’s
and some areas not. The map below is a guideline to areas in York that are
covered by SCAs. If you have any queries as to whether your home is in an SCA
contact details are supplied on the rear of this leaflet.

Authorised Fuels, Exempt Fire places

SCAs do not mean that you will have to give up an open fire or any
other solid fuel burning appliances. As an alternative to burning coal,
wood or oil there are certain authorised fuels which are allowed to
be burnt within SCAs. There are also some exempt solid fuels
appliances that may burn coal, wood or oil without giving off smoke.
If this is the case then it is generally accepted that when lighting your
fuel smoke may be given off for a period of 10 to 20 minutes.

What are smoke control areas?

Smoke Control Areas are designated by a local
authority as areas where it is prohibited to release
smoke from buildings.

Why were they introduced?

The first Clean Air Act was introduced in 1956 as a result of the 4000
deaths caused by a five day period of smog in London in February
1952. One of the main successes of this Act was the introduction of
smoke control areas, to improve air conditions over wide areas.The
Act also allowed local authorities to designate these areas.

Domestic smoke is released at a much lower level than that from
factories.This means that over a local area it can be more damaging,
as it is not properly dispersed. This allows the build up of high
concentrations of smoke near to where it is produced in and around
peopleís homes.

Health and the Local Environment

When fuels such as coal and wood are burnt the smoke they give off
contains large amounts of dust (carbon and soot) and gases (carbon
monoxide and sulphur dioxide). All these can be very harmful to
people’s health, especially if breathed in every day. People who are
particularly at risk are the young, the old and those with asthma or
other breathing difficulties. Smoke can also damage the local
environment and buildings, stop people from sitting outside or
hanging their washing out and generally cause a nuisance.
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